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historical investigations, less prompt to generalize and less
sanguine of getting quickly to ultimate results in the shape
of laws of development. In a word, we ought not only
to learn from our predecéssors but to keep clear of their
failings in order to pave the way for our successors. And
I hold myself fortunate to be called upon to form a link
in the tradition of these studies which, thanks to Maine,
has sprung from Oxford. It has always been understood
in this country that tradition combined with definite aims
is one of the greatest forces of civilization: it lifts the
efforts of man from the restrictions of individual insig-
nificance to mighty collective power. Appealing to a noble
tradition, which has to be kept up with reverence and
zeal, I will ask you, in conclusion, to admit me to your
celebrated University as one who wishes, so far as it rests
with him, to follow in the footsteps of your great teacher
and thinker.
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